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a sound currency based on specie payments. He
won a signal victory by the passage of his resolu-
tions, which brought about resumption, and, after
the bank was firmly established, gave us a sound
currency and a safe medium of exchange. This
was one of the most conspicuous services ever
rendered by Mr. Webster to the business interests
and good government of the country, and he de-
serves the full credit, for he triumphed where
Mr. Calhoun had just been defeated.

Mr. Webster took more or less part in all the
questions which afterwards arose in the House,
especially on the tariff, but his great efforts were
those devoted to the bank and the currency. The
only other incident of the session was an invitation
to fight a duel sent him by John Randolph. This
was the only challenge ever received by Mr. Web-
tster. He never could have seemed a very happy
subject for such missives, and, moreover, he never
indulged in language calculated to provoke them.
Randolph, however, would have challenged any-
body or anything, from Henry Clay to a field-
mouse, if the fancy happened to strike him. Mr.
Webster's reply is a model of dignity and veiled
contempt. He refused to admit Randolph's right
to an explanation, alluded to that gentleman's
lack of courtesy in the House, denied his right to
call him out, and wound up by saying that he
did not feel bound to risk his life at any one's
bidding, but should " always be prepared to repel,